
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Lake City Fuse 
 
  
Your Project Title: Underground Classical's Artists 

Your Project Summary: Underground Classical Concert Series offers free performances that highlight music 

ensembles who fuse classical music’s esthetic with other contemporary styles of music. Highlighting local, 

regional, and nationally recognized musicians of the highest caliber, our concerts are free and designed to 

be accessible to a wide-ranging audience. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3,180 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Through collaboration with other arts organization, a diverse Board makeup and the commitment 

to staging free performances, the application shows that the project emphasizes public benefit. By including 

a Junior Board, the organization is able to incorporate the input of younger audiences. Occasionally, I felt 

the application was filled with numerous "buzz words" but lacked the depth for how the concerts would be 

implemented and what the programs would look like. These details are helpful to ground an application in 

the community benefit. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Underground Classical project is an exciting and innovative program, but the application 

raised questions for me regarding public benefit; the definition of community; and their measurable goals. 

They provided tons of information, but I think the questions raised and left unanswered is less a problem 

with the project than with the grantsmanship. First, they spend a great deal of time describing the 

demographics of their community and that it is 69% African American, but later when defining their 

community they do not address that 69% of the population. I would not have raised that demographic 

expectation if I was not going to ensure it was included in my definition of the project’s community. 

Additionally, I missed the connection between their goal statement and their progress measures. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application does meet the funding requirements. They have demonstrated a commitment 

to engaging their local artists, partners and media outlets to push programming and ensure knowledge of 

their programming. A team of well seasoned and internationally renowned artists showcase their 

commitment to artistic excellence and innovation. Based on the diversity of their performance locations and 

their choice in music it would be great to detail how the public engages with Lake City Fuse, such as how 

many people are following you along through your variety of programming. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Considering classical music's current struggle for relevance in the 21st century, I think 

Underground Classical is doing a great job of engaging new listeners. With standing room only audiences, 

UC is definitely on to something. This project definitely meets the funding criteria, especially in terms of 

public benefit. I am happy to see that you acknowledge financial, physical, and mental barriers to concert 

attendance and have developed ways to serve these under-invested populations in a tangible way. Couple 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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of grantsmanship notes, attaching a concert program book is only helpful if the pages are in the right 

orientation. And while there was really interesting information in your organizational overview, it was way 

too long. Create a summary that has a few highlights and use that for future applications. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Underground Classical meets the requirements of public benefit and I like that they state that 

they are committed to diversity and inclusion. But their outreach strategy doesn't seem to me like one where 

they would be reaching communities of color. I would like to see a plan to outreach to POC communities 

more intentionally. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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